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WEBINAR AGENDA 

1. GAL Etna and Its Objectives

2. Program Activities

3. The Territory

4. Thematic Routes

5. Earth, Fire and Beauty…

6. Tourism Offer

7. Data and Statistics

8. Local Agencies and Tour Operators

9. True Italian Experience

10. B2C and B2B Offer

11. How to Register

12. Operator Support

13. Q&A

14. Conclusions and Sales Kit
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VIDEO TEMATICO

Sapori
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ANDREA BROGNA

Director of GAL Etna 
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• Founded in 2005, it is a Local Action Group operating as a Consortium Company in 

the foothill area of Mount Etna, Sicily.

• GAL ETNA mission is to enhance the extraordinary historical, artistic, cultural, and 

environmental heritage, strengthen the local economy, and improve the quality of 

life in rural areas, while simultaneously safeguarding the territory for future 
generations.

• It operates with European funds under the LEADER program, promoting natural, 

cultural, and agri-food resources. 
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GAL ETNA

Municipality of Adrano

Municipality of Belpasso
Municipality of Biancavilla

Municipality of Bronte
Municipality of Catenanuova

Municipality of Centuripe

Municipality of Maletto

Municipality of Maniace
Municipality of Paternò

Municipality of Ragalna
Municipality of Santa Maria di Licodia

GAL Etna
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 2014–2022 GAL ETNA
FOR THE PROMOTION OF THE TERRITORY

GAL Etna
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The project is aimed at organizing, managing, and implementing promotional services 

for the GAL ETNA territory:

• to enhance the territory’s natural, cultural, food and wine, and tourism resources in 

an integrated way, by creating thematic itineraries that contribute to a unified 

identity of the Etna region;

• to showcase local traditions and experiences and promote them internationally 

through the production and distribution of multimedia content.

• To develop a B2B communication network targeting Travel Agencies and Tour 

Operators, alongside communication aimed at consumers and tourists, through the 
delivery of thematic and in-depth webinars.

7

PROJECT PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVESGAL Etna
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PHASE 1

PROJECT START-UP

PHASE 

2PRODUCTION

Listening to the territory through 
meetings with representatives 
of the individual municipalities.

Identification of locations and 
local entities for the production 
of videos and communication 

materials.

Ideation, production, and post-
production of the content 

outlined in the project. These will 
showcase the excellences of 

each municipality identified in 

Phase 1.

Such as interviews, thematic 
routes, villages, local 

excellences, and activities of 

the individual municipalities.

Distribution, broadcasting, 
and promotion of the 

produced content through:

• TV Program on DTT (Italy)

• Video News media (Italy 
and abroad)

• Advertising/Social Media
• Webinars with tour 

operators (Italian and 

international)
• New GAL ETNA website

PHASE 3

DISTRIBUTION

Final project presentation to 
the community and the entire 
GAL ETNA territory through a 

dedicated event.

Media relations activities to 
support the initiative.

PHASE 4P

RESENTATION TO THE 
COMMUNITY
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Project Development for the Promotion of the Territory
GAL Etna
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VALERIO TORRIERO

Sales Manager - True Italian Experience
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COMMUNICATION PLAN 

• Showcase the unique characteristics of the 
11 municipalities of GAL ETNA

• Create a cross-cutting communication 

campaign aimed at enhancing the 

distinctive features and highlighting the 

territory’s excellences 

• Promote the GAL ETNA territory nationally 

and internationally for both B2C and B2B 

markets

GAL Etna



© 2025. All rights reserved

GAL Etna
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GAL Etna
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GAL Etna
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Population: 133,809 inhabitants

Area: 894.07 km²
Density: 150 inhabitants/km²
Province: Catania, Enna

GAL Etna
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• Etna Park

• Nebrodi Park
• Simeto River

• Favare di Maletto

GAL Etna
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GAL Etna
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CTA

Catania-Fontanarossa

GAL Etna
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Catania

GAL Etna
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Catania

GAL Etna
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Paterno

Etna

Adrano

Belpasso

S.M. Licodia

Ragalna

GAL Etna
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ART AND CULTURE

• Discovering the 11 
villages of GAL ETNA

• Archaeological sites
• Castle route

FOOD AND WINE  

• DOC, DOP, IGP products, 
Pistacchio di Bronte

• Sicilian Blood Orange
• Etna Wines
• Olive Oil

NATURE AND SPORTS 

• Discovering Mount Etna
• Along the banks of the 

Simeto river 
• Hiking, trekking, and 

mountain biking

RELIGIOUS TOURISM 

• Via del Santo
• The "Diavulazzi" of Easter

• Holy Week
• Patron Saint Festivals
• Local Food Festivals (Sagre)

THEMATIC ITINERARIESGAL Etna
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ADRANO

Places of Interest:
• Regional Museum and Norman Castle
• Bellini Theatre

• Etna Itinerary “Prato Fiorito”
• Municipal Villa and Vittoria Garden
• Santa Lucia Monastery

• Historical Museum of the 1943 Sicily Landing

Food and Wine Productions:
• Black broccoli → typical product of the Simeto Valley

• Wines, ricotta, cheeses

Festivals and Events Calendar
• April 17 (Holy Thursday) → Procession of the Statue of Christ at the 

Column
• April 18 (Good Friday) → Procession of the Dead Christ
• April 20 (Easter Sunday) → Diavolata “Diavulazzi di Pasqua” 

UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage
• August 3 → Volata dell’Angelo (patron saint San Nicolò Politi)

11 Municipalities
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BELPASSO

Places of Interest:
• Martoglio Theatre
• Russo Giusti House

• Sanctuary of Madonna della Roccia
• CAI Nature Trails

Food and Wine Productions:
• Protected Designation of Origin (DOP) Prickly Pear cactus 

fruit
• Sicilian Blood Orange

• Olive Oil
• Condorelli Nougat

Festivals and Events Calendar
• March 1–4 → Carnival
• August 1–6 → Feast of Santa Lucia
• October 19 → Prickly Pear Festival
• May → Symposium of Lava Stone Sculptures

• November → Literary Award
• December → Feast of Santa Lucia

11 Municipalities



© 2025. Tutti i diritti riservati

BIANCAVILLA

Places of Interest:
• Casermetta Piano Mirio - Etna Park
• Open-air Theatre

• La Fenice Theatre
• Basilica of Maria SS. dell’Elemosina
• Villa delle Favare 

Food and Wine Productions:
• Etna DOC Wine
• Protected Designation of Origin (DOP) Prickly Pear

• Sicilian Blood Orange

Festivals and Events Calendar
• February/March → Carnival
• April 17–20 → Holy Week
• May → Etna Wine Forum
• October → Feast of San Placido and traditional costume parade 

of the Albanian Community

11 Municipalities
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BRONTE

Places of Interest:
• Bronte Trail – Mount Ruvolo
• Nebrodi Park with mountain huts

• Trail of the Springs and Obelisk
• Snow Cave
• Nelson Castle, Multimedia Museum, and Library

• Art Gallery
• Sicilian Cart Museum (private)

• Churches: SS. Trinity, Santa Maria della Catena, Sacred
Heart, San Silvestro, Santa Caterina

Food and Wine Productions:
• Protected Designation of Origin (DOP) Pistachio
• Filletta, an ancient sweet from Bronte

Festivals and Events Calendar
• February 3 → Patron Saint’s Day
• April 18 → Easter Procession
• July 23 and 30 → Feast of San Biagio
• September → Bronte Pistachio Festival

11 Municipalities
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CATENANUOVA

Places of Interest:
• San Prospero Park
• Church of San Giuseppe

• Church of Maria SS. Immacolata

Food and Wine Productions:
• Sicilian Blood Orange

• Olive Oil
• Pomegranate
• Citrus Fruits

Festivals and Events Calendar
• April 17–20 → Holy Week
• September → Feast of Madonna delle Grazie

• September → Feast of San Prospero

11 Municipalities
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CENTURIPE

Places of Interest:
• Regional Archaeological Museum
• Sacred Route from the Mother Church

• Dogana Park
• Roman Forum and Baths
• Villa Corradino

• Lava Canyons
• Saracen Bridge

• Cannizzola Badlands
• Dogana Theatre

Food and Wine Productions:
• Sicilian Blood Orange IGP
• Bersagliera – traditional biscuit

Festivals and Events Calendar
• April 17–20 → Holy Week
• April 20 → Teleri Exhibition
• April 24–26 → Orange Festival
• June → Festival of Peoples

• September → Procession of San Prospero and Santa Rosalia

11 Municipalities
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MALETTO

Places of Interest:
• Mother Church (Church of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus 

and Mary)

• Church of Saint Anthony of Padua
• Manfredi Maletta Castle
• Salvo Nibali Archaeological Museum

• Monte Maletto Forest
• Favare of Maletto

• Cernaro Cave

Food and Wine Productions:
• Maletto Strawberries

• Lentils

Festivals and Events Calendar
• February/March → Carnival

• July 4–6 → 86th Strawberry Festival
• September → Patron Saint Feast of Saint Anthony of Padua
• December → Christmas Markets

11 Municipalities
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MANIACE

Places of Interest:
• Nebrodi Park / Etna Park
• Maniace Abbey

• Mother Church of San Sebastiano
• Church of San Gabriele
• Trail of the Springs

• Saracen Caves

Food and Wine Productions:
• DOP Provola Cheese of the Nebrodi

• Nebrodi Pork
• Nebrodi Beef

Festivals and Events Calendar
• February/March → Carnival
• May → Ricotta Festival
• May 17 → Livestock Fair

• August → Pear and Peach Festival
• August 18–19 → Feast of Madonna delle Grazie
• December → Nebrodi Nativity Scene

11 Municipalities
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VIDEO MANIACE
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PATERNÒ

Places of Interest:
• Norman Castle
• Sanctuary of Madonna della Consolazione

• Monumental Cemetery
• Churches: San Francesco, Santa Barbara, San Marco
• Mother Church of Santa Maria dell’Alto

• Former Benedictine Monastery
• Museum of Ancient Art Church

• Museum of Rural Civilization and House Museum of the 
Storyteller

• Salinelle – Trail of the Mill Roads

• Ponte Barca Oasis (flamingos)

Food and Wine Productions:
• IGP Blood Orange

• Santa Barbara Nougat

Festivals and Events Calendar
• April 17–20 → Good Friday Procession
• May → Divine Comedy and Medieval Festival
• September → Handicraft Fair
• December 3–5 → Feast of Santa Barbara

11 Municipalities
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RAGALNA

Places of Interest:
• Mitoraj-Teseo Screpolato Statue
• Piano Vetore – Nature Trail

• Church of Maria SS. Del Carmelo
• EtnAvventura – Adventure Park
• Cross-country Ski Track

Food and Wine Productions:
• Mela (DE.CO.)
• Mela Gelato-Cola, Slow Food Presidium

• Caliceddi, wild greens
• Nocellara Etnea – olive for EVO oil production

Festivals and Events Calendar
• May 9–11 → Tourism Fair
• May → Cherry Festival

• October/December → Autumn Festival of Ragalna
• September → Patron Saint Feast of Maria SS. Del Carmelo
• November 23 → Grand Trail Etna
• December 4 → Feast of Santa Barbara

11 Municipalities
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SANTA MARIA DI LICODIA

Places of Interest:
• Cherubino Fountain and Aqueduct
• Norman Tower (Camparia)

• Historic Washhouse
• Belvedere Public Garden
• Mother Church of the Most Holy Crucifix

• Municipal Palace

Food and Wine Productions:
• Extra Virgin Olive Oil

• DOP Prickly Pear
• DOC Wines – Feudo Cavaliere, Millemetri white, red, and rosé

• Ferla Mushroom and Cardoncello Mushroom
• Sicilian Citrus Fruits and Other Fruits

Festivals and Events Calendar
• February 27 → Carnival
• July 16 → Feast of Madonna del Carmelo
• August 25–31 → Patron Saint Feast of San Giuseppe

• September (TBC) → Etna Gourmet Festival

11 Municipalities
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Advertising campaign

EARTH, FIRE AND…
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Multisubject: EARTH, FIRE AND…

The core idea is to tell the story of the strength and richness of the 

Etna territory by emphasizing the connection between the 

natural element (earth), its primordial energy (fire), and its unique 

expressions — ranging from the spectacular landscape to the 

outstanding food and wine excellence — without overlooking its 

history and traditions.

CONCEPT

35
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Multisubject: EARTH, FIRE AND…
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Multisubject: EARTH, FIRE AND…
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Multisubject: EARTH, FIRE AND…
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Multisubject: EARTH, FIRE AND…
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Multisubject: EARTH, FIRE AND…
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Multisubject: EARTH, FIRE AND…
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Multisubject: EARTH, FIRE AND…
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Multisubject: EARTH, FIRE AND…
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Placement of signage in each municipality and in strategic areas 
identified by GAL ETNA

Informational signage of 

GAL ETNA with 

customized focus on 

each municipality and 

QR CODE (under 

construction) linking to 

the website of the 

respective municipality

48

Signage
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VIDEO GAL ETNA
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Paolo Teoducci

COO - True Italian Experience
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A Growing Territory

Recent data show a strong recovery in the hospitality and tourism sector, which had 

been severely affected by the pandemic.

Sicily recorded 16.4 million overnight stays, marking an increase of +11.3%.

The performance of international tourism was particularly strong, accounting for 

approximately 48.7% of total overnight stays, with a significant growth of 24.8%.
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Data and Statistics
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Province of Catania

Italians: arrivals increased by +2.2%, while overnight stays grew by +4.9%, with an 

average stay of 2.1 days.

Foreigners: significant growth in both arrivals (+23.6%) and overnight stays (+32%), with 

the average stay rising to 2.9 days.

Hotel establishments: growth in arrivals (+12.2%) and overnight stays (+13.8%), with the 

average stay remaining unchanged.

Non-hotel accommodations: continue to see an increase in flows, especially overnight 

stays, which grew by +29.4%, with the average stay increasing from 2.5 to 2.9 days.
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Data and Statistics
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The B2B Tourism Network

Total Agencies/Tour Operators
(data as of January 2025 Sicily Region)

Sicily: 953 total, of which 111 are OTAs

Province of Catania: 238

City of Catania: 101

Municipalities of GAL Etna: 31

53

Sicily accounts for approximately 

14% of the Italian market.

There are 1.423 authorized 

technical directors, according to 
official data from the Tourism 

Department of the Sicilian Region.

These figures highlight a recovery in 

the tourism sector in Italy, with an 
increase in activities compared to 

previous years.

Data and Statistics
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International Tourist Flows

Province of Catania
(2023 ISTAT data)

Germany: 11,4% - 142.000 overnight 

stays 

DACH: 19,3%

France: 10,2% 

USA: 10,2%

Poland 7,5%

Spain 6,4%

United Kingdom 5,8%
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Foreign visitors have well surpassed 

1 million overnight stays, with a leap 

of +32%, significantly contributing to 

the strong performance of the 

hospitality tourism market in 
Catania.

The growth in international flows 

reflects the increasing 

attractiveness of the Etna area.

Data and Statistics
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Tourism Offer

Overnight Stays
(Data as of January 2025 – Sicily Region)

Catania

Residents: 426.000

Non-residents: 689.000

Total: 1.116.000

Province of CT 2.251.000

GAL Etna

Residents: 25.000

Non-residents: 19.000

Total: 44.000

55

5-star Hotel: n.         2 281 

4-star Hotel: n.       13 2.498 

3-star Hotel: n.       29 1.424

Agritourism: n.         3 87

B&Bs: n.     271 1.808

Catania n.    446 9.278 beds

Province of CT n. 1.140 23.742 beds

4-star Hotel: n.          1 40 

3-star Hotel: n.          8 376

Agritourism: n.          8 192

B&Bs: n.        31 189

GAL ETNA n.      56 938 beds

Data and Statistics
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List of Travel Agencies/Tour Operators GAL Etna

56

Agencies and TO
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True Italian Experience Tourism Platform 

www.trueitalianexperience.it

https://b2b.trueitalianexperience.it/

http://www.trueitalianexperience.it/
https://b2b.trueitalianexperience.it/
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www.trueitalianexperience.it

TIE – B2C
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TIE – B2C
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TIE – B2C

https://www.trueitalianexperience.it/en/gal-etna
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https://b2b.trueitalianexperience.it/

TIE – B2B
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TIE – B2B
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TIE – B2B
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TIE – B2B
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TIE – B2B
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TIE – B2B
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TIE – B2B
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TIE – B2B
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TIE – B2B
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Sales Kit
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Q&A
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Thank you
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